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 In the last two decades, the phases of ever-growing volume and ever-changing 

nature of the drug information are witnessed. This is mainly due to an increase in the 

rate of introduction of new drugs and an increase in the number and depth of published 

work on both, new as well as existing drugs. Above facts necessitated addition of all 

recent information wherever it deserves, while presenting the first edition of this book. 

New chapters on drugs used in neurodegenerative diseases and Anti-migraine agents 

have been included. 

 The book was appreciated in all corners of the profession. It has now attained the 

reputation as a class-room text book for undergraduate and post-graduate students of 

pharmacy. However, our aim remains the same as to present a review of basic 

principles of medicinal chemistry and to explain the effects of structural modifications of 

the lead nucleus on the selectivity of action, duration of action and on the intensity and 

frequency of adverse-effects. 

 Each chapter is revised thoroughly to meet the needs of future facts and fantacies. 

Since this book is written basically for degree students, a backbone understanding in 

basic disciplines is assumed. 

 I wish to place on record my sincere thanks to the publisher Mr. D. K. Furia for his 

kind cooperation. I am greatly indebted to my colleagues for their generous help and 

criticism. I also wish to acknowledge indebtedness to all who have assisted for the 

completion of the book. 

 Suggestions from all corners of the profession are welcome. I am responsible for 

any deficiencies or errors that might have remained and would be grateful if readers 

would call them to my attention. 

 

Pune   Author 
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